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as negative measures to check the prevalence of this evil. We shall
study in detail what these steps are and how they function to achieve
the desired object of Islamic legal system.
I. POSITIVE STEPS:
Some of the positive steps as prescribed by the Islamic legal
system to check fornication comprise of apursuation to marriage,
permission for a restricted polygamy and the system of bond-maids.
Islam regards the desire to satisfy one's lust as a natural and
fundamental necessity of every man and woman. But at the same
time, Islam puts certain restrictions on the manner in which it can
be satisfied. Sexual intercourse per se, is not condemnable
rather it is regarded as an ibadat, Le.9 piety, (form of submission
to the will of God). But when this takes illegal forms, Islam abhors
them and prescribes dire punishments in these cases. In the
preceding Chapter, we have studied in detail, the measures of
punishment to such forms of illicit cohabitations. We shall now
have a glance at the society, Islam foresees and conceives of for
minimising the possibilities of pre-marital and extra-marital sexual
behaviour.
(1)    Marriage:
The institution of marriage is as old as the human civilisation.
Family is the basic unit of any human society and the way in which
a family comes into existence is by the union of two opposite sexes
for procreation and two souls for love. A family is well organised
or ill-organised according as the way in which it takes its shape,
say, through the familiar and recognised common methods of uniting
two bodies in a given civilisation or through unfamiliar and un-
recognised methods. And marriage is the name given to that
recognised and commonly accepted form of union, in which a male
and a female members of the society jointly undertake to form
themselves into an association called family and to bear, in their own
relative spheres, the consequential duties and responsibilities cast
upon them. Marriage subsists so long as the contract of association
is not repudiated by either of the two contracting parties. It is natural